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SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT:___Dori Slosberg Driver Education Safety Act

DEPARTMENT:_ County Manager DIVISION:

—=
AUTHORIZED BY:_J. Kevin Grace Contact: Sally A. Sherman_ EXT. 7224

Agenda Date 09/09/03 Regular [_] Consent[ | Work Session [ | Briefing
Public Hearing — 1:30 [} Public Hearing — 7:00 []

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:

Seeking direction regarding an Ordinance implementing the Dori Slosberg Driver
Education Safety Act, to help fund Traffic Education Programs in Seminole County.

BACKGROUND:

On August 20, 2003, the County received a request from the Seminole County School
Board (attached) seeking consideration on adopting an ordinance for the Dori Slosberg
Driver Education Safety Act. In 2002, the Legislature passed the Dori Slosberg Driver
Education Safety Act which provides dedicated resources to fund student driving
programs. The request is to consider passing an ordinance implementing the Dori
Slosberg Driver Education Safety Act, which allows a $3.00 surcharge to each civil traffic
violation. The funds are required to be used for student driver educational expenses and
not administration. Seminole County schools currently have a summer driver's education
program.

According to the information presented by the School Board, in FY _ _
2001/02, there were 84,423 traffic infractions written. The $3.00 |gavened B
surcharge would have raised $253,269. DFS:
Other:

Also attached for your information is a copy of Florida Statute 318.121. ESM%

File No
BCMOt
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SEMINOLE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Educational Support Cenrer
School Board Office

‘ 400 E Lake Mary Boulevard

Sanford, Florida 32773

Facsimile No.. 407/320-0281

This transmission cousists of 4 page(s) including the cover page and is
directed 1o KEVIN GRACE, SEMINOLE COUNTY MANAGER.

Office Phone: _ Fax Phone: 407/665-7958
Date: 8/20/03 Time: 1.37 PM

From: Karen Poncer

I you fail to receive full transmission please call me at: 407/320-0003

| Subject: nformarion from Dr. l‘iggel I

l Comments: Please call if additional information is needed. Thank you. I

ra1
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in the recent past, three Seminole High School students were kiled in sarly moming automobile
accidents on their way to schaol. Olher Semincle County students have been killed afier school hours
and on weekends or injured to such a degree that their lives have been forever changed. We need to
take every possible step to minimize the likelinced of tragedies such as these recurring.

in the 2001-02 fiscal year, 84,423 civil traffic infractions ware written. If all infraclion fees were paid, the
additiong) $3.00 would yield $263,288 for traffic education programs in Seminole County. As reguired by
the act, a portion of these funds would need to be gllocated to private driving schools. There are several
private driving schools [ocated in Seminole County including: Central Florida Safety Council, American
Safe Driving Academy and Go Driving School. Estimating that 10% would be allocated to private driving
schools, the projected revenue to Seminole County Publle Schools would be $227,942.

Status

Semingie County Public Schools offers driver education as a summaer school course (Course #1900310)
at four high school sites per year. There i8 a large demand for driver education evidenced by the fact that
schocls have snrolled students for both morning and afterncon sessions. In addition o funding the
current costs for Semincle County Public Schools driver education progrem (approximately $108,000),
funding in excees of the current program costs would allow for additional driver education options and the
opportunity to serve mors students.

The majority of our high schools no longer have driver education ranges that allow for range driving
during the requiar school year. Howaever, ciassroom instruction coupled with driving simulators could
provide a semester of training for students who may have academic or job-related needs during the
compact summer schoot schedule. For exampls, after-school driver sducation programs using driving
simulators could be offered during the school year or on weekends. The district could alse investigate the
aption cf offering Course #19003006, Driver Education Classroam instruction, within the schoot day, again
using driving simulalars.

Many of Seminole County Public Schools driver education endorsed teachers are nearing retirement age.
Efforts need o be made to recruil and train more driver education endorsed teachers. This endorsement,
required to teach both of the driver sducation courses, invalves nine semester hours of course work, An
in-county effort to offer this coursewerk is needed, and additional funding will support this effort.

Proposal; Staff is prepared to contact the Boerd of County Commissioners to begin dialog regarding
enacting the Dori Slosberg Driver Education Act. If enacted, the collected fees will be used to fund,
anhance and possibly expand Seminota County Public Schools driver education program.

As detailed below, funds currently used to support Seminole County Public Schools driver education
program, approximately $107,000, would be allocated to the Pre-K School Readiness Program in
recognition of the efforts mede by the Board of County Commissioners on behalf of the Pre-K program
during the 2002-03 and 2003-04 school yaars. An annua! report will be submitted to the Board of County
Commissioners regarding the expenditures for the Seminole County Public Schools driver education
program, as well as the funds allacated 1o the Pre-K School Readiness Program.
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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF SEMINOLE COUNTY

|

[INFORMATION ITEM: | DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM PROPOSAL

DORI SLOSBERG DRIVER EDUCATION SAFETY ltem Number
ACT

Background Information In 1988, Dori Slosberg was kilied in South Florida in an automobile accident.
She was not wearing her seat belt The driver and frant seat passenger, also teenagers, survived the
crash most likely because they were wearing thelr seat beits. This inclgent led to the political career of her
father, Irving Slosberg. He now serves in the State House of Representatives.

The 2002 Florida State Statutes, Title XXIII, Chapter 318, Section 1218, also known as the "Dori Slosbery
Driver Education Safety Act” became effactive on October 1, 2002. The act states, °...a board of county
COMIMiSsioners may require, by ordinance, that the clerk of the court collect an additiona) $3.00 with each
civil traffic penalty, which shall be used to fund traffic education programs in public and nonpublic schools.
The ¢rdinance shall provide for the board of county commisgianers to administer the funds. The funds
shall be used for direct educational expenses and shall not be used for administration.”

As of August 7, 2003, 44 of the 67 eounties in Florida have enacted the Dori Siosberg Driver Safety
Education Act.

National/State Statislics
The nged to continue and expand our efforts related to driver education is evident when reviewing the
following statistics:
»  Automobile accidents are the leading cause of death for teenagers.®
Teen age drivers are 7% of the driving population but account for 14% of all accidents.”
65% of teen passenger deaths occur when another teen is the driver.”
One out of three teens have an ascident during their first years as a teen driver.”
82% of teen accidents are caused by driver error according to police reports. Reasons fisted
are inexperience, inattention and thrill seeking.*
»  In 2001, 40.975 accidents were reported in Florida where the driver was between the ages of
15-19. Teenage drivers were listed in 375 crashes where a fatality occurred. ™
e In 2001, 430 accidents occurred where the driver was under the age of 15. Four of thase
accidents involvad fatalities, **

*Source: National Safety Counclh
~Source: Florida Depariment of Mclor Vehicles

Seminole County Statistics*
» Batween April 2001 and March 2002, there were 9,087 ¢raghes in Seminole Counfy. 1,220 of
these crashes involvad drivers between the ages of 15-18.
o« 18 of the crivers were beliaved to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol,
¢ There wera 484 injuries and 1 fatality invalving teenage drivers.
= Total vehicular damages are estimated at $3,099,843.00.

*“Source: Seminole County Traffic and Engineering Data
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Driver Education Program Costs
Based on the Four High Schael Summer S¢hool Madel

Expenditure $ Amount
Lease Cars 23,789
Teacher Saleries 80,039
Fuel Costs 2,400
$106,238
Driver Education Program Enhancements
Enhancement § Amount
Teacher Training 36,000
*3 Driving Simulators @$15,000 each 45,000
Personnel 30,000 |
Texthooks 10,704
$121,704

*Additional driving simulators will be purchased as funds are available,

Estimated SCPS Driver Education Program Costs w/ Enhancements: $227,842

NG. 295

Estimated Revenue from Dorl Slosberg Act:
Estimated 10% to private driving schools:

Projected Revenue to SCPS:

$253,269
$ 25,326
$227,942

Projected Contribution to Pre-K School Readinsss 107,000

Reference: Gopies of the interiacal agreement for Palm Beach County and the ordinance adopted by the

Paim Beach Board of County Commissianers are avaitable.

2. Prepared hy:

Anna-Marie Cote, Ed.D.
Exec. Director, Instructional Excelience ang Equity
Hugh Harris, Director, Curricuium Services

Mary Lane, TOA, Curriculum Services

Attachment(s;: None
Back-up not in agenda book: Paim Beach County Documents

3. Board Meeting Date

Bf26/03

reaq



Dori Slosbefg Driver Educaﬁo_n Sﬁfety Act

Section 98 - Ch. 2002-20, Laws of Florida, (HB 261)

Dori Slosberg Driver Education Safety Act~Effective October 1, 2002, notwithstanding the
provisions of 5. 318.121, Florida Statutes, a board of county commissioners may require, by

~ ordinance, that the clerk of the court collect an additional $3 with each civil traffic penalty, which
 shall be used to fund traffic education programs in public and nonpublic schools. The ordinance
shall provide for the board of county commissioners to administer the funds. The funds shall be
used for direct educational expenses and shall not be used for administration. This section may
be cited as the “Dori Slosberg Driver Education Safety Act.”



