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MINOLE COUNTY

LA

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
MEMORANDUM

[ ETe I

To:

Through:

From;

Concur:

Date:

Subject:

Board of County Commissioners

/~./
Stephen P. Lee, Deputy County Ajtorney .

A

Henry M. Brown, Assnstant County Attorney |-
{

Ext. 5736 /Xr/

Pam Hastings,[Administrative Manager/Public Works Department
Dave Nichols, Principal Engineer/Engineering D|VlSIOn P /

— _&_,

April 29, 2005 <

Settlement Authorization

County Road 427, Phase |

Parcel No. 802

Owners: Roberta Doskocz and Daniel J. Lefevre, as Co-Trustees
Seminole County v. Doskocz, et al.

Case No. 99-CA-775-13-K

This Memorandum requests settlement authorization by the Board of County
Commissioners (BCC) as to Parcel No. 802 for expert costs in the total sum of

$24,597 .61.

| PROPERTY

A.

Location Data. The subject property is located along the east right of way

of County Road 427 north of State Road 436 in Altamonte Springs.

(1) Location Map (Exhibit A);
(2) Sketch (Exhibit B).

Addresses.
2741 Ronald Reagan Blvd South, Altamonte Springs, FL 32701,

f/lk/a 107, 111 and 117 County Road 427 a/k/a North Longwood Avenue,
Altamonte Springs, Florida.



] AUTHORITY TO ACQUIRE

The BCC adopted Resolution No. 97-R-95 authorizing the acquisition of Parcel
No. 802 and finding that the County Road 427 Phase | project was necessary and
serves a county and public purpose and is in the best interests of the citizens of
Seminole County.

]| BACKGROUND
In April 2004, the BCC approved a mediated settlement that resolved all claims
except two engineering cost claims they considered excessive. The settlement totaled

$122,551.00, allocated: (1) $77,500.00 for land value and severance damage; and, (2)
$45,051.00 for attorney's fees and all costs excepting the two engineering claims.

v COST CLAIM

The two bifurcated engineering costs claim totaled $30,633.26, allocated:

(1)  Soils Engineer $ 94250
(2)  Civil Engineer $29,690.76
Total Claimed Costs: $30,633.26

\') NEGOTIATION

In negotiation, the civil engineering costs were challenged as excessive. Some
travel costs and office overhead costs were deducted from the claim.

Negotiations resulted in a reduction of 20% from $30,633.26 to $24,597.61
allocated as follows:

(1)  Soils Engineer $ 845.00
(2)  Civil Engineer $23,752.61

Total Cost Reimbursements $24,597.61
Vi SETTLEMENT ANALYSIS/COST AVOIDANCE

If this cost matter were taken to hearing, there would be little to argue regarding
the necessity for these experts. With the negotiated reduction, there is little probability
that a hearing would save anything.

If the County elected to further challenge the excessiveness of costs, experts
would need to be hired and paid to review the reasonableness of the costs. It is
doubtful that testimony could be elicited at lower numbers.



VIl  RECOMMENDATION

This Office recommends settlement of cost reimbursements at the total sum of
$24,597.61.

HMB:dre
Attachments
Exhibit A - Location map

Exhibit B - Parcel sketch
P\USERS\DEDGEWMY DOCUMENTS\MEMWAGENDA ITEM CR 427 | DOSKOCZ COSTS.DOC
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